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COOPERATIVE ECONOMIC INSECT REPORT 


Highlights of Insect Conditions 


GREENBUG populations gradually increased in known infested fields of small 
grains in Oklahoma. Annual CHINCH BUG hibernation survey completed in Oklahoma, 
with very severe infestations recorded only in Cotton County. Late buildup of 
SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID reported in southeastern Nebraska and some high adult 
populations noted in Greeley and Howard Counties, Nebraska. Populations also 
increasing and becoming more common in alfalfa in Oklahoma. THREE-CORNERED 
ALFALFA HOPPER counts high in alfalfa in areas of Texas and Arizona. (p. 1111). 


FALL CANKERWORM adults abundant in New Haven and Fairfield Counties, Connecticut. 
(Go), salable) 


Current SCREW-WORM situation report. (p. 1114). WINTER TICK medium to heavy on 
cattle in McCurtain and Johnston Counties, Oklahoma. (p. 1115). 


INTERCEPTIONS of special interest at U.S. ports of entry. (pp. 1117-1118). 
HAWAIIAN insect notes. (p. 1118). 

INSECTS not known to occur in the United States. (p. 1119). 

INSECT DETECTION: New county records reported were a delphagid (Sogata cubana) 

in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana (p. 1111); white-fringed beetles in Northampton 

and Greene Counties, North Carolina, and Crockett County, Tennessee (p. 1112) ; 

and imported fire ant in Lexington and Richland Counties, South Carolina (p. 1115). 
A new state record reported in Hawaii was an encyrtid (Gahaniella sp.), which was 


collected on Oahu. Several new island records for Molokai, Hawaii, also reported. 
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WEATHER OF THE WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 28 


For the second consecutive week unusually mild and mostly dry, sunny weather 
prevailed from the central Rocky Mountains and Great Plains to the Atlantic 
coast. Temperatures for the week averaged from 6° to 12° above normal in the 
central Rockies and Midcontinent area and 3° to 6° above in the East. During 
the latter half of the week, temperatures in many sections east of the Rockies 
rose to record or near-record high levels for so late in the year. Record highs 
for so late in the season ranged from 71° at Bismarck, North Dakota, on the 25th 
to 86° at Tampa, Florida, on the 28th. Other late season highs included 77° at 
Pierre, South Dakota; 75° at Sioux City, Iowa; and 55° at Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan. 


In the Pacific States, temperatures for the week averaged from slightly above 
to slightly below normal, and the first autumn freeze occurred in some of the 
northern and central coastal valleys of California. 


East of the Rockies, moisture in excess of 1/2 inch was mainly limited to sections 
of the South Central Interior and eastern portions of the Carolinas. Nearly all 
of it fell during the first 2 days of the week, when general light to moderate 
rain occurred in the southwestern Great Plains and east of the Mississippi. 


In the Far West, the weather was rather stormy with almost daily precipitation 
in the Pacific Northwest, where weekly totals ranged up to more than 8 inches 
along the coast. Heaviest amounts were reported from western Oregon, where heavy 
flooding caused considerable damage and forced a number of persons to evacuate 
their homes along tributary streams of the Willamette River. Weekly totals 
ranged from 3 to 5 inches in northeastern California and from 1/4 to 1/2 inch 

in the central portion of the State, and from 1/2 to over 1 inch in eastern 
Washington, northern Idaho, central Oregon, and on the eastern slopes of the 
Sierras. Snowfall substantially increased the mountain snowpack in the Sierra - 
Cascade and Rocky Mountain ranges. In the Cascades, snow depths above the 
3,000-foot level now range from 40 to 60 inches. Recent heavy precipitation 

has improved the 1961 water outlook in much of the Far West. In Nevada, res- 
ervoirs, nearly empty after 2 years of drought, are beginning to refill. 


The storm system, which brought general precipitation to the Far West near the 
end of the period, moved into the central Great Plains where it gained strong 
intensity on Sunday and Monday. The first blizzard conditions. of the season 
prevailed in the northern Great Plains. In South Dakota, glaze disrupted 
communication lines on the 27th and 4 to 8 inches of snowfall, drifted by winds 
up to 60 m.p.h., reduced visibility to zero, blocked roads, and forced schools 
to close. Temperatures feil to near zero in the northern Plains and to subzero 
levels in the northern Rockies. West Yellowstone, Montana, reported -20° on the 
28th. Snow now covers northern Minnesota and the northern Plains with depths 
generally ranging from 1 to 3 inches, but ranges up to 9 inches in western 
Nebraska and up to 6 inches in eastern South Dakota. (Summary supplied by U. S. 
Weather Bureau). 
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CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS 


GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) - OKLAHOMA - Scattered, light infestations noted 
for first time this fall in Noble, Pawnee, Marshall, Johnston and possibly 

Hughes Counties. Populations gradually increased in known infested areas. Popu- 
lations doubled during past 2 weeks in heavily infested field in Hennessey area 
and continued spotty and light in other fields in immediate area. Reports from 
most counties continued negative. Medium infestation (30 per linear foot) noted 
in field of barley in Jackson County; first positive report from this area this 
season. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


CORN LEAF APHID (Rhopalosiphum maidis) - TEXAS - Moderate, widespread infestations 
on barley in Collin County. (Davis). OKLAHOMA - Common in fields of small grain 
in Kingfisher and Blaine Counties. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


A DELPHACID (Sogata cubana) - LOUISIANA - Reported for the first time from the 
State in Avoyelles and St. Martin Parishes (CEIR 10(45):1052) on October 28. 
Now present in St. Mary Parish. (Spink). 


CHINCH BUG (Blissus leucopterus) - OKLAHOMA - Annual chinch bug hibernation 
survey conducted in 66 counties during the period November 15-23. Results 

showed infestation to be very severe in Cotton County, moderate in Comanche, 
Okmulgee and Ottawa Counties, and light or noneconomic in all other areas survey- 
ed. Survey omitted in 11 counties because of low infestations in 1959. (Okla. 
Coop. Sur.). 


WINTER GRAIN MITE (Penthaleus major) - TEXAS - Moderate, widespread infestations 
on wheat and oats in Hunt County. (Davis). 


SUGARCANE BORER (Diatraea saccharalis) - TEXAS - Heavy infestations (up to 16 
larvae per stalk) in extremely late grain sorghum in Brazos and Burleson Counties. 
(Newton). 


SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID (Therioaphis maculata) - NEBRASKA - High adult populations 
observed in Greeley County on November 3 contained many sexual forms; 2 fields 

in Howard County with high populations contained sexual forms on November 10. 
(Bergman, Howe). Infestations moderate in Otoe, Gage and Lancaster Counties. 
Occasional aphids in plant crowns in Johnson County. Late fall buildup occurred 
in southeastern area. (Howe). OKLAHOMA - Populations increasing and infestations 
becoming more common in alfalfa in most areas of State. Counts ranged 20-40 per 
sweep in fields surveyed in Choctaw County, 10 per sweep in Johnston County, 5 per 
sweep in Tillman County and 6-10 per linear foot in Kay and Grant Counties. Also 
common in Bryan, Garvin, Kingfisher and Noble Counties. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - NEBRASKA - Present in most southeastern area 
fields. (Bergman). UTAH - Continues active and numerous in alfalfa in Salt Lake 
and Weber Counties. (Knowlton). OKLAHOMA - Common, but light, in most alfalfa 
in most areas of State. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


LYGUS BUGS - UTAH - Adults of unspecified species still present and active in 
fields of alfalfa at Murray and Granger, Salt Lake County. (Knowlton). ARIZONA- 
Lygus spp. averaged 15-20 per 10 sweeps in central area alfalfa. (Ariz. Coop. 
Sur.) TEXAS - L Ss spp. averaged up to 6 per sweep in alfalfa in Burleson and 
Brazos Counties. (Newton). MARYLAND - Lygus lineolaris adults averaged 40 per 50 
sweeps on alfalfa at Glendale, Prince Georges County. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 


THREE-CORNERED ALFALFA HOPPER (Spissistilus festinus) - TEXAS - Averaged 3 per 
sweep in Burleson County alfalfa. (Newton). ARIZONA - Infestations continue to 
average 10-20 per 10 sweeps in central area alfalfa. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis zea) - TEXAS - Averaged 1-3 per sweep in alfalfa in 
Burleson and Brazos Counties. (Newton). 
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YELLOW-STRIPED ARMYWORM (Prodenia ornithogalli) - ARIZONA - Light in some alfalfa 
in Maricopa County. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 


A COSMOPTERYGID (Walshia amorphella) - TEXAS - Forty acres of Madrid sweetclover 
in Navarro County reported 100 percent infested; stand apparently unaffected, but 
plants appeared to be very unthrifty. (Burleson). Survey to determine extent of 
infestation to be made in near future. (Texas Coop. Rpt.). 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera postica) - MARYLAND - Adults and larvae ranged light to 
medium on alfalfa in Howard and Prince Georges Counties. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 


WHITE-FRINGED BEETLES (Graphognathus spp.) - NORTH CAROLINA - Reported for first 
time in Northampton and Greene Counties during October. TENNESSEE - Reported for 
first time in Crockett County. (PPC, So. Reg.; Oct. Rpt.). 


A CHINCH BUG (Blissus leucopterus insularis) - NORTH CAROLINA - Feeding on centi- 
pede grass on August 1 in Wake County. This is about 100 miles farther north 
than the species has previously been found. Det. by R. I. Sailer. (Jones). 


FRUIT INSECTS 


SAN JOSE SCALE (Aspidiotus perniciosus) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy on peach trees in 
Corning, Tehama County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


WHITE PEACH SCALE (Pseudaulacaspis pentagona) - TEXAS - Moderate to heavy infest- 
ations on peach trees in Waller County. (Turney). 


CITRUS BLACKFLY (Aleurocanthus woglumi) - MEXICO - In chemical control zones in 
states of Nuevo Leon and Sonora, 59,948 citrus trees on 1,628 properties inspected 
during October, with 3 infested trees being found on 2 properties, located in 
Municipio Allende, Nuevo Leon. Infestations generally under good control in 
biological control zone in state of Tamaulipas by parasites. Insecticide treat- 
ments continued during October on infested trees in Neuvo Leon. (PPC, Mex. Reg.; 
Oct. Rpit.)). 


MEXICAN FRUIT FLY (Anastrepha ludens) - TEXAS - Throughout October, 2,240 traps 
located in 111 commercial citrus groves inspected and serviced. Of 7,400 trap 
inspections made, no A. ludens found. Other species of Anastrepha taken included 
4 spatulata and 2 serpentina. Trap distribution included following counties: 
Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Willacy. (PPC, So. Reg.). 


MELON APHID (Aphis gossypii) - CALIFORNIA - Light on new citrus growth, generally; 


no damage at present, but occurrence this éarly is unusual in San Diego County. 
(Cail Coop, sRpiti)» 


TRUCK CROP INSECTS 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis zea) - NEW JERSEY - Severe infestations observed on 
lettuce in Atlantic County during late September and early October. (Guest). 


BEET ARMYWORM (Spodoptera exigua) - ARIZONA - Light infestations present on 
Maricopa County lettuce. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 


A NOCTUID (Proxenus mindara) = CALIFORNIA - Damaging roots of beets in Salinas, 
Monterey County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


CABBAGE LOOPER (Trichoplusia ni) - ARIZONA —- Light to medium populations on 
Maricopa County cole crops. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 
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APHIDS - OKLAHOMA - Light to medium infestations of several species noted on 
turnips, cabbages and gourds in Choctaw and Tillman Counties. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


MELON APHID (Aphis gossypii) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy on cantaloups in San Onofre, 
San Diego County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


POTATO PSYLLID (Paratrioza cockerelli) - CALIFORNIA - Medium infestation on 
potato in Corona, Riverside County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


A MITE (Siteroptes sp.) - CALIFORNIA - Medium adult infestation occurring on 
mushrooms in Chico, Butte County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


COTTON INSECTS 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gossypiella) - MEXICO - Inspections of gin trash and 
light traps during October in states of Sonora and Baja California negative. 
Light trap collections in state of Sinaloa also negative. At Culiacan, Sinaloa, 
squares, blooms, green bolls and open bolls inspected with negative results. 

In area along Conchos River between Julimes, Chihuahua, and the Rio Grande River, 
pink bollworm caused considerable damage in some cotton fields. (PPC, Mex. Reg.; 
Oct. Rpt.). Surveys in OKLAHOMA and TEXAS during October indicated that infest- 
ation is general but probably lighter than in 1959. (PPC, So. Reg.). ARIZONA - 
Infestation found in Coolidge area of Pinal County. This same area was infested 
in 1959. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 


BOLL WEEVIL (Anthonomus grandis) - MEXICO - Populations generally heavy along 
Conchos River between Julimes, Chihuahua, and .Rio Grande River during October. 
(PPC, Mex. Reg.). 


FOREST, ORNAMENTAL AND SHADE TREE INSECTS 


A PHYCITID (Ephestiodes gilvescentella) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy populations in seed 
cones of Picea sp. in a nursery in Fremont, Alameda County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


SPIDER MITES (Tetranychus spp.) - OREGON - Very abundant on spruce trees in a 
Portland nursery and causing tip injury. (Hemmerling). 


A SYCAMORE BORER (Ramosia resplendens) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy in sycamore trees in 
Riverside, Riverside County, and live oak in Redwood City, San Mateo County. 
(Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


FALL CANKERWORM (Alsophila pometaria) - CONNECTICUT - Male and female moths 
abundant in New Haven and Fairfield Counties; egg laying heavy on oaks and 
buildings. (Johnson). 


VARIABLE OAK LEAF CATERPILLAR (Heterocampa manteo) - ARKANSAS - Larvae of this 
species and Datana sp. (probably D. contracta) caused almost complete defoliation 
of various species of oaks in small area of Columbia County during October. 
Reports indicate that an area of several thousand acres of oaks defoliated in 
Little River County, probably by H. manteo. (Ark. Ins. Sur.). 


LINDEN LOOPER (Erannis tiliaria) - CONNECTICUT - Male and female moths abundant 
in elm, oak and other trees. (Johnson). 


MITES - CALIFORNIA - Aceria fraxinivorus populations heavy on Fraxinus sp. in 
Piedra, Fresno County, and causing "'Spangle gall''. Heavy populations of 
Brevipalpus lewisi occurring on Chinese magnolia in Oroville, Butte County. (Cal. 
Coop. Rpt.). 
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A NYMPHALID (Agraulis vanillae) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy populations on ornamental 
passionvines in Rodeo, Contra Costa County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


APHIDS - CALIFORNIA - Myzocallis kahawaluokalani medium on Lagerstroemia indica 
in Hanford, Kings County. Eriosoma sp. (probably E. lanigerum) heavy on 


Ppyracantha in San Diego, San Diego County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). MARYLAND - Lachnus 
salignus noticeable on willow trees in Anne Arundel and Prince Georges Counties. 


(UmiMdies, Ent).2Dept.) = 


COCCIDS - CALIFORNIA - Phenacaspis pinifoliae heavy on mugho pine (Pinus mugo) 
in a nursery in Paradise, Butte County. Aspidiotus perniciosus heavy on 
Ceanothus sp. in Yuba City, Sutter County. Heavy adult populations of Coccus 
hesperidum on pelargonium leaves in Red Bluff, Tehama County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


A WHITEFLY (Trialeurodes sp.) - WYOMING - Infesting greenhouses in Albany and 
Laramie Counties. (Fullerton). 

INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 

SCREW-WORM (Callitroga hominivorax) -—- LOUISIANA - Three new infestations were 
reported; 1 each from East Carroll, West Carroll and Rapides Parishes. (Spink). 


OKLAHOMA - Infestations continue to be noted in Choctaw County livestock. (Okla. 
Coop. Sur.). 


Current Screw-worm Situation Report - Week Ending November 27, 1960 


Cumulative Totals = 1960 


State Cases Premises Counties or Parishes 
Alabama 1 1 Geneva 
Arkansas 53 40 Chieot Sevier 
Desha Drew 
Ashley Faulkner 
Crawford 
Florida AL 1 Hillsborough 
Louisiana 215 107 Richland Caldwell 
Red River Madison 
Franklin West Carroll 
Rapides East Carroll 
De Soto Catahoula 
Ouachita La Salle 
Natchitoches Tensas 
Mississippi 98 50 Issaquena Washington 
Sharkey Lefiore 
Sunflower Warren 
Totals 368 199 29 


Date Last Case Reported This Year: Alabama - 8-30-60; Arkansas - 11-25-60; 
Florida - 10-7-60; Louisiana - 11-25-60; Mississippi - 11-18-60. 


Screw-worm Cases Intercepted at Inspection Stations: 1958 - 8; 1959 - 6; 
1960 - 34 to date. 


(Anim. Dis. Erad. Div.). 
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COMMON CATTLE GRUB (Hypoderma lineatum) —- OKLAHOMA - Larvae becoming more common 
in backs of cattle in most areas of State. (Ckla. Coop. Sur.). 


LICE - UTAH - In Sanpete County, 2,000 beef cattle dipped for control in Manti 
area and 2,700 head of cattle treated for control in Gunnison Valley area. 


(Knowlton). WYOMING - Solenopotes capillatus infesting beef cattle near Wheatland, 
Platte County. (Fullerton). OKLAHOMA - Unidentified species medium to heavy on 


some cattle in Woodward, Payne, Cherokee, Muskogee and McCurtain Counties. 
Haematopinus suis common on hogs checked in Johnston County. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


WINTER TICK (Dermacentor albipictus) - OKLAHOMA - Medium to heavy on cattle 
checked in McCurtain and Johnston Counties. Averaged 15 per cow and ranged 2-100 
per calf in herd of 170 cattle checked in Johnston County. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


IMPORTED FIRE ANT (Solenopsis saevissima richteri) - SOUTH CAROLINA - Infestations 
found in Lexington and Richland Counties for first time. ALABAMA - Injury to 
humans reported; one child hospitalized because of severe stings at Tuscaloosa 
and farmer severely stung near Auburn. (PPC, So. Reg.; Oct. Rpt.). 


STORED-PRODUCT INSECTS 


PINK SCAVENGER CATERPILLAR (Pyroderces rileyi) - TEXAS - Heavy, local infestation 
in stored ear corn in Bowie County. (Lynch). 


INDIAN-MEAL MOTH (Plodia interpunctella) - OREGON - Infesting stored walnuts and 
cereals in Salem area. (Capizzi) . 


FLOUR BEETLES (Tribolium spp.) - SOUTH DAKOTA - T. castaneum infesting stored 
grain in Beadle County. (Mast). NEW MEXICO - Light to exceptionally heavy 
populations of T. castaneum and T. confusum found in stored grain in Dona Ana 
County. (N. M. Coop. Rpt.). 


SAW-TOOTHED GRAIN BEETLE (Oryzaephilus surinamensis) - OKLAHOMA - Common in farm 
stored grain in Beaver County. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


DERMESTIDS (Trogoderma spp.) - NEW MEXICO —- All specimens collected during recent 


khapra beetle surveys have been determined as not T. granarium. (N. M. Coop. Rpt.). 


BENEFICIAL INSECTS 


PREDATORS - OKLAHOMA - Hippodamia convergens common but very light in alfalfa and 
small grains checked in southern half of State, with Nabis spp. present in 
limited numbers. Chrysopa spp. present:in limited numbers in less than half of 
fields checked in same area. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


A TACHINID (Voria ruralis) - ARIZONA - Probably this species parasitizing 45-50 
percent of cabbage looper larvae on Maricopa County cole crops. Parasites 
averaged 3 per larva. Only late-instar larvae affected. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 


A TRICHOGRAMMATID (Megaphragma mymaripenné) - CALIFORNIA - Percentage of par- 
asitizm in egg blisters of greenhouse thrips (Heliothrips haemorrhoidalis) quite 
high on avocado leaves in Vista, San Diego County. Det. by E. I. Schlinger. 

(J. A. McMurtry). 
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MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS 


PEA WEEVIL (Bruchus pisorum) -— CALIFORNIA - Medium infestation in wild pea seeds 
in Napa, Napa County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


ELM LEAF BEETLE (Galerucella xanthomelaena) - OKLAHOMA - Continues a nuisance in 
homes throughout eastern half of State. (Okla. Coop. Sur.). 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praetiosa) - NEBRASKA - Becoming numerous in some homes in 
Lincoln. (Bergman). 


LIGHT TRAP COLLECTIONS 


Pseud. Laphyg. Prod. Agrot. Perid. Feltia Helio. 
undp) enue ornith. ips. saucia subterr. zea 


ARIZONA 

Mesa 11/14-20 18 shal 1 
LOUISIANA 

Baton Rouge 11/18-22 24 14 3 al 18 aL 
NEBRASKA 

North Platte 11/3-14 10 62 6 il 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

Charleston 11/14-20 40 at! 58 24 11 

Clemson 11/7-13 29 2 34 vi 8 
TEXAS 

Brownsville 11/12-18 54 55 2 44 ilk 3 

Waco 11/19-25 84 14 4 5ill 19 
WISCONSIN 

Madison 11/12-19 a 2 


Middleton 11/12-16 3 3 3 
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INTERCEPTIONS OF SPECIAL INTEREST AT U.S. PORTS OF ENTRY 


Some important interceptions that were reported September 30 by the Plant 
Quarantine Division, ARS, USDA, follow. These reports are based on identifica- 
tions received from Federal taxonomists at the U.S. National Museum during the 
month of September. They do not necessarily represent interceptions taken during 
the month, but do include any of interest from recent months that were not 
previously reported. 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gossypiella) 5 times in baggage, including one each 
for Virginia and Texas destinations; from Cuba at Norfork, Virginia; from Hawaii 
at Honolulu, Hawaii; from Mexico at Laredo, Texas; and from Jamaica and Brazil, 
respectively, at New York, New York. 


MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY (Ceratitis capitata (Wied.)) 10 times; at Honolulu 7 
times in baggage and mail destined for California (6) and Oregon (1); at New York 
one time in fresh Lebanese cherries destined for Venezuela; and at San Pedro, 
California, 2 times in baggage for California. 


A STENOMID (Stenoma catenifer Wlsm.) in baggage from Honduras at San Pedro. 


KHAPRA BEETLE (Trogoderma granarium) 22 times; including 13 in stores, 1 in mail, 
7 in cargo and 1 in ship's hold; at San Pedro 4 times in stores; at Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, one time in stores; at Detroit, Michigan, one time in stores; at 
Seattle, Washington, one time in mail destined for Oregon; at Chicago, Illinois, 
one time in ship's hold; at Wilmington, Delaware, 2 times in stores; at New York 
7 times in gum and ginger cargo for New York, Ohio and foreign destinations; and 
at Houston, Texas, 5 times in stores, with one in vermiculite ore. 


BRUCHIDS (Bruchus spp.) - B. tristis Boh. 4 times, B. signaticornis Gyll. 14 times, 
B. lentis Froel. 9 times and B. ervi Froel. 12 times in lentils, Lathyrus and vetch 
in baggage, stores and cargo from the Mediterranean area destined for Massachusetts, 
New York, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois and New Jersey; at New York 36 times, collec- 

tively; at Boston, Massachusetts, 2 times; at Charleston, South Carolina, one time; 


and at Washington, D. C., one time. 


WHITE GARDEN SNAIL (Theba pisana (Muller)) 8 times for New Jersey, Louisiana and 
other destinations; at New Orleans, Louisiana, 2 times with cargo; at San Juan 
Puerto Rico, one time in small cargo of herbs from Spain; at Norfolk one time with 
cargo; and at New York 4 times with cargo. 


YELLOW PEACH MOTH (Dichocrocis punctiferalis Guen.) in Nephelium lappaceum fruit 
in baggage destined for California from Malaya at Honolulu. 


A FRUIT FLY, probably Dacus cucurbitae Coq., in airplane stores destined for 
California at Honolulu. 


A TERMITE (Heterotermes convexinotatus (Snyder)) (an injurious neotropical species) 
with mangoes in baggage from Martinique at San Juan. 


PEACH FRUIT MOTH (Carposina niponensis Walsingham) in stores from Japan at 
Wilmington. 


A FRUIT FLY, probably Dacus dorsalis Hend., in fruit in baggage for California at 
San Diego, California. 


A FRUIT FLY (Anastrepha sp., possibly fraterculus (Wied.)) in quince fruit in 
baggage from Peru at Miami, Florida. 


- 1118 - 


EUROPEAN CHERRY FRUIT FLY (Rhagoletis cerasi (L.)) in stores for Canada and in 
baggage destined for New Jersey from Italy and Germany, respectively, at New 
York. 


GIANT AFRICAN SNAIL (Achatina fulica Bowdich) at Honolulu in baggage destined 
for Washington. 


A PHYCITID (Cryptoblabes gnidiella (Mill.)) on oleander cuttings in baggage from 
Bermuda at Washington National Airport, Arlington, Virginia. 


MEXICAN FRUIT FLY (Anastrepha ludens) 10 times, including 9 in baggage from 
Mexico, with 4 for California destinations; at Laredo, Texas, 4 times; at El 
Paso, Texas, one time; at Nogales, Arizona, one time; at San Ysidro, California, 
one time; at Eagle Pass, Texas, 2 times; and at New Orleans one time in stores 
from Guatemala. 
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HAWAIIAN INSECT NOTES 


Dr. Dale Habeck exhibited naiads of an EPHEMERID (Caenis nigropunctata) which 
were collected at Moanalua Gardens, Honolulu, on November 1, 1960. Although 
adults have been collected frequently, these are apparently the first naiads 
to be collected in Hawaii. Mr. J. Balock reported observing a pupa of a 
MANGO-SEED WEEVIL (Sternochetus mangiferae) in pulp of a mango fruit. This is 
unusual, as pupation usually occurs in the seed. 


Mr. J. Beardsley reported the following new island records, based on material 
collected by him on Molokai on October 20-21: At Mapulahu, RHODES-GRASS SCALE 
(Antonina graminis) on Bermuda grass; an ENCYRTID PARASITE (Anagyrus antoninae) 


reared from Rhodes-grass scale; another ENCYRTID (A. swezeyi) reared from Cynodon 


Ssp., and presumably parasitic on a COCCID (Trionymus rostellum) which was also 
present; a third species of ENCYRTID (Dusmetia Sangwani) was reared from Rhodes- 
grass scale; a SCALE INSECT (Odonaspis ruthae) was collected on Bermuda grass; at 
Kaunakakai, TOBACCO BUDWORM (Heliothis virescens) was collected at a light. 


Mr. Beardsley also reported that he had recently reared large numbers of an 
ENCYRTID (Gahaniella sp.) from a COCCID (Saissetia nigra) collected on Hibiscus 
twigs at his home in Wailupe Valley, Oahu. The specimens were determined by 

P. H. Timberlake, who wrote that the known species of the genus are considered 
hyperparasitic in habit, but doubts that the Hawaiian form belongs to any of the 
3 described species of Gahaniella. He was unable to compare them with specimens 
of G. saissetiae as the types are in the U. S. National Museum. This is a new 
insect record for Hawaii. 


Mr. Beardsley reported that approximately 700 adults of a BRACONID PARASITE 
(Aphidius smithi) of Macrosiphum pisi had been received by the Entomology 
Department of the H. S. P. A. experiment station. These parasites were liberated 
in fields of alfalfa at Kekaha, Kauai, and at Ewa, Oahu, where M. pisi has, on 
occasion, developed damaging populations. A. smithi is native to India and is now 
established in California, where it shows promise in combating this aphid in 
alfalfa. (Hawaiian Entomological Society, November 14, 1960, meeting). 
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INSECTS NOT KNOWN TO OCCUR IN THE UNITED STATES 


MELON STEM BORER (Apomecyna binubila Pascoe) 


Economic Importance: Although cerambycids are generally wood borers, certain 
members of this genus prefer the more succulent stems of cucurbitaceous plants. 


The larvae of Apomecyna binubila are 
sometimes serious pests of melons in 
Sudan. Cucurbits are also damaged in some 
areas of South Africa. Feeding by adults 
is negligible but larval damage to stems 
may be extensive. 


Distribution: Sudan (between 12° and 20° 
latitude), South Africa (Natal and Eastern 
Cape Province). 


Hosts: Cucurbits, including watermelon 
and pumpkin. 


Life History and Habits: Adult is inac- 
tive, seldom flies. Females deposit eggs 


in melon stems. Oviposition sites become 
covered with a dark brown exudate. The 
eggs hatch in about 4 days, and the larvae 
feed in the stems, apparently passing 
through six instars. Their presence leads 
to splitting, cracking, and discoloration 
of stems and dying of leaves. In high 
infestations there may be as many as five 
or more larvae per four inches of stem. 
Such an infestation at the base of the 
plant will kill the plant. The larval 
period lasts about 25 days and pupation 
takes place within tunnels in the stems. 


General Distribution of Apomecyna binubila 


(Cerambycidae, Coleoptera) 


No. 125 of Series 
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The life cycle in Sudan requires about 35 days. Breeding may be continuous in 
this area but a winter diapause is reported in South Africa. 


Description: ADULT elongate, slightly depressed. Length, 10-12.5 mm. Dark 
brown, shining, covered by dense white and yellow-brown decumbent pubescence; 
coarsely to finely serially punctate. Dark brown body gives gray appearance 

to areas covered by white pubescence and dark yellow-brown appearance to regions 
overlaid by yellow-brown hairs. (See illustration). Antennae filiform, extending 
two-thirds length of body; ll-segmented. Full-grown LARVA cylindrical, tapering 
slightly anteriorly and posteriorly. Soft white or whitish-yellow with sparse 
covering of thin yellow setae. Average length about 17 mm. (Prepared in Survey 
and Detection Operations in cooperation with other ARS agencies). 

CEIR 10(49) 12-2-60. 


Figures of Apomecyna binubila Pascoe: 1 - Adult; 2 - Head of adult, lateral 
aspect. 3 - Prothorax of adult, ventral aspect. 4 - Larva. 5 - Head of larva, 
dorsal and ventral aspects. Abbreviations used: (A) antenna; (1A)-(9A) abdominal 
segments; (ACxC) anterior coxal cavity; (AL) anal lobes; (Clp) clypeus; (Cs) 
coronal suture; (CsR) coronal ridge; (DAA) dorsal ambulatory ampulla; (es) 
epistomal suture; (Fr) frons; (fs) frontal suture; (HyP) hypostomal plate; (Lb) 
labium; (LCv) line of attachment of neck membrane; (Lm) labium; (Md) mandible; 
(Ms) mesothorax; (Mt) metathorax; (Mx) maxilla; (MxPlp) maxillary palp; (0) 
ocellus; (Pdc) pedicel of antenna; (PStn) prosternum; (Pth) prothorax; (Scp) 

scape of antenna; (VAA) ventral ambulatory ampulla. 


Major reference (including illustrations) : Pollard, D. G. 1954, Bul. Ent. 
Res. 45(3) :553-61. 


